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scientific knowledge that we have discussed in the pre-
ceding pages. It is the vigorous and continuous cult
of science, the strenuous attempt to develop the intelli-
gence and increase the knowledge, not of a selected few,
but of the masses, of factory operatives and peasants, of
hunters and fishers, of wandering tribesmen, that has
been the cause of the disbelief in religion and God. In
the Soviet Union Science is the rapier with which the
Bolsheviks have been able to cut through the intellectual
fabric of religion. Science, it has been insisted, is the
key to the mystery of life, its origin, scope and purpose.
Science which is the hand-maid of communism, shall be
and is the force in which man shall repose his faith.
And for this purpose science is being spread through all
possible means and with as much zeal and enthusiasm
as religion is being spread by the missionaries of the capi-
talist Christian era in order to strengthen the hold of
the white imperialists over their subjugated people.
What the state has actually done with the churches and
mosques is not that they have demolished them and
persecuted religious men but simply separated the church
from the State and put religion on the same footing as
any other voluntary social institution. Religion has
been made one's personal and private affair with which
the State is not to interfere. " Every citizen may adhere
to any religion or adhere to none. Any limitations
before the law to adherence to any kind of faith or non-
adherence to any faith is abolished". (Decree of
January 23, 1918. " On freedom of conscience and
religious societies")* Besides this, the school too is
separated from the church; the teaching of religious
confessions is not allowed in State, public and private
schools where secular subjects are taught. The citizen
may teach or be taught religion in a private capacity.